44        THE BREAK-THROUGH ON THE MEUSE
damage was done to the train and no one was injured.
The chief damage was to telephone lines, so that
we could not find out how badly destroyed the line
ahead had been. After about half an hour the engine
blew ten terrific blasts on its whistle to call back the
fugitives in the woods, and in another half-hour we were
all collected and steaming slowly to the place where
the line had been cut. Already the workmen were on
the job and in about an hour it was mended. During
that hour's wait the crowds were beginning to start
parachute hunting. The story went round that a priest
had been seen with a suspicious white tin box, but he
was not discovered. If Miller, Scott and I had known
then what was happening to two of our colleagues, who
had been held up at Cambrai, we might have felt more
self-conscious about our uniforms than we were already.
A word should be said about our uniforms. If the
war correspondents had been formed into a platoon
and marched down the Champs Elysees on a Sunday
evening it would have been a magnificent entertainment
for the crowds along the Boulevards. The in4ividualism
which has always been one of the characteristics of the
French, found foil expression in their uniforms ; added
to that, there were the British Correspondents trying to
look like English officers, and American Correspondents
trying to look like American officers. We had no rank,
but decided in committee that we should only salute
officers superior to captains. On our shoulder-straps
there was a piece of green cloth with the inscriptioa
" War Correspondent," which was supposed to explain